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Hell’s Kitchen Democrats is an 
open, diverse, and inclusive 
political home and Democratic 
club for Hell’s Kitchen 
Democrats to become informed, 
stay connected, and be 
empowered to take action. The 
primary geographic area of the 
organization is Part B of the 
75th Assembly District and any 
postal ZIP code area that 
overlaps any portion of that 
Part. We advocate for 
progressive issues and to elect 
strong Democratic candidates to 
public and party office and work 
to influence social and 
economic policies at the local, 
state, and federal levels. 

December 5th, 2017 
 
Dear Hell’s Kitchen Democrats, 
 
Welcome to the first edition of the HK Dems Community Newsletter!  Enclosed you will 
find a holiday address from HK Dems President Marti Allen-Cummings, a message from 
Democratic District Leaders Marisa Redanty and Tom Shanahan, and this month’s District 
Leaders Report.   
 
Stay up to date with club news during your holiday travels by joining our mailing list or 
visiting our website: hkdems.org 
 
Thank you for your continued involvement in our community! 
 
 

Message from Marti Allen-Cummings, President of HK Democrats 

 

Happy holidays! Welcome to the first edition of the HK Dems Community Newsletter!   

After the 2016 election, people across the country have been getting involved to fight 
back and build a progressive inclusive movement.  In our neighborhood, in January 2017, 
we formed a new Democratic club called HK Dems (because it began in the Hell’s Kitchen 
part of the district).  We went out on the street to tell people about our new club, 
distributed “Safe Space” posters to local businesses, and had our first monthly meeting in 
April of 2017 where we elected an interim Board and ratified an interim constitution. We 
held community forums and events, petitioned to get our candidates on the ballot, 
registered voters, phone banked for Democrats all around the country and went door-to-
door in other areas to work for local Democrats in tough races against Republicans. 

In the September primary this fall, we elected 2 new Democratic district leaders – Marisa 
Redanty and Tom Shanahan – defeating a century-old Tammany club.   

HK Dems works closely with our elected leaders – Congressman Jerry Nadler, Borough 
President Gale Brewer, State Sen. Brad Hoylman, Assembly Members Dick Gottfried and 
Linda Rosenthal, and Councilmember Corey Johnson.   

We are very proud to send to you this first report and update on our work. HK Dems is 
gearing up for the 2018 elections to work to end Republican control of Congress and the 
New York State Senate.   

Join the movement! Build our community voice! Contact HK Dems at 
HKDemsNYC@gmail.com and visit us at HKDems.org 

- Marti  

 

(over) 
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Message from District Leaders Marisa 
Redanty & Tom Shanahan 

 

Happy holidays to all our constituents, your families 
and loved ones.  We thank you again for your vote 
and entrusting us to work on your behalf as 
Democratic District Leaders.  This newsletter updates 
you on our work since we were elected on 
September 12, 2017.  We are very excited about 
2018 and very proud that we will be launching our 
community law clinic later in the year.   

We wish you a happy and healthy holiday season 
and 2018.    

- Marisa and Tom 
 

District Leader’s Report 
 

We were sworn in the Saturday after our election and hit the 
ground running.   We have been laying the foundation for 
numerous projects and programs that you’ll be hearing about in 
2018 and 2019.  City Councilmember Corey Johnson, Assembly 
Members Richard Gottfried and Linda Rosenthal, State Senator 
Brad Hoylman, and Congressman Jerry Nadler and their staffs 
have been extremely supportive and are helping to make these 
projects a reality.  We couldn’t do much at all without the support 
of our incredible elected officials.  

 We have been speaking at local block and tenant association 
meetings, meeting with tenant association executive 
committee meetings. We have helped a brand-new tenants’ 
association connect with its local elected officials, to work on 
the resolution of longtime issues. 

 
 We are launching a community law clinic to provide free 

legal consultations to the community, jointly with our 
Chelsea neighbors, the Chelsea Reform Democratic Club.   
The clinic will launch in early 2018 (stay tuned!) and be held 
periodically.  We have many highly experienced lawyers who 
have agreed to participate on a volunteer basis.  

 
 There is no bus shelter or bench on Ninth Avenue between 

W.42nd and W. 43rd Streets – where the M11 and M34-A 
Select stop.  We have been working with NYC DOT.  They say 
a shelter is not feasible given the grating on the sidewalk, 
but we are applying for a passenger waiting bench.   

 
 

 We have begun a process to remove the old phone booths 
on Ninth Avenue, starting with the one on W. 43rd Street. 
Although the City has a schedule to replace the booths with 
charging stations, it is very slow.  Our sidewalks are so 
crowded that Community Board #4 has asked that a study 
be commissioned concerning “pedestrian congestion” in 
Hell’s Kitchen.  We feel the phone booth removal process 
needs to be accelerated.  These eyesores are taking up 
needed sidewalk space.  

 
 During the campaign, we were approached by tenants at a 

building adjacent to the Aladdin hotel, which houses 
homeless couples and is a facility known as “last chance 
housing.”   The constituents who approached us raised 
complaints about behavior on the sidewalk and areas 
surrounding the Aladdin.  We are working with the local 
elected officials to help maintain the balance between 
providing housing for the less fortunate and the quality of 
life of their neighbors.  

 
 Section 8 paperwork problems at Manhattan Plaza have 

been a concern for tenants at the development.  We are 
working with management and the Manhattan Plaza TA to 
make procedures more efficient.  We established late office 
hours once per month, so residents can submit interim 
recertifications after they get off work.  We were also 
successful in loosening resident restrictions for use of the 
freight elevators. 

 
 Trader Joes.  We’ve had preliminary discussions with the 

company to establish a store in Hell’s Kitchen. Next steps 
would be to help find a location which can accommodate 
Trader Joe’s needs. 

 

 Given the impact of the drug epidemic, we are in the initial 
phases of working with local elected officials and 
organizations on initiatives to educate the community 
about the issue and to bring cutting edge organizations to 
our community.  If you are interested in working with us, 
email us at: HKdistrictleaders@gmail.com. 

 
 On January 5, 2018, we are meeting with the New York City 

Board of Elections to review the current voting locations in 
our district.  We want to work with the Board and our 
elected officials to make sure voting locations are accessible 
and convenient.  We are also looking to appoint local 
residents to positions as poll site coordinators and poll 
workers.  There are a large number of vacancies and we 
would like to identify local civic-minded residents who are 
interested in these paying positions.   If you are interested 
in serving, email us at:  

 
HKdistrictleaders@gmail.com. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


